Bicycle routes on the Vercelli Plains & Rice Fields

Part 2: Biking among the Vercelli Rice Fields

ITINERARY N.3: THE SCHOOLS OF RICE - 33 KM 

From the train station (Piazza Roma), take the bike path in the direction of the Duomo (Cathedral) and continue along Corso Italia, Corso Palestro and Viale Rimembranze. Pass the VV.FF barracks and entrance to the Prete airport, at which point you’ll arrive in Corso Salamano. A few meters ahead, leave the asphalted road and take the road that goes towards and around the Vecchia Cascina (farmstead). You’ll go along side the airport’s runways and the small one dedicated to aircraft modelling. 
Go towards the Torrione Cascina (farmstead) and, once passing it, make sure to immediately go by the railroad on the left. The road runs perpendicular to the ringroad and goes underneath it. Continue along until reaching the industrial zone.
Turn right, leave the dirt road, and take a stretch of the ringroad. After the incinerator, you’ll notice the Boschine Cascina (farmstead) on the right, where the students of the Agrarian School familiarise themselves with the fields.
Ahead, on the right, turn and go towards Carengo, a small village part of the Vercelli township and continue among the few homes. After a channel called the "roggia dell’ospedale" turn right and you’ll end up on the road for Asigliano before the Aramino Cascina (farmstead).
Turn right, then after about 500 mt, turn left. You’ll first come to the Castellazzo Cascina and then the Ferla Cascina. The road then leads to the industrial area of Vercelli; however, go off towards the left, in the direction of the Pista Riso Cascina, a farm with a history of ghosts. Follow along the ditch, "roggia del molino", on the right until reaching Larizzate. Enter the village, pass the Ristorante Nuovo Molino and continue straight ahead until the Varola Cascina. Cross over the bridge, turn right and after a few metres, turn left onto a grassy road that, after a footbridge, becomes a trail. You then come to the Angossa Cascina. Turn left and head to the Angossetta Cascina. Go around it and leave the farmhouse behind you, but do not be fooled... Turn left and you’ll reach the Laione Cascina, which after a brief period will lead you to the Boraso Cascina, home of the Experimental School of Rice Farming, where they study rice and its cultivation.
For those who want to ride a bit longer and do not want to return to Vercelli along the A road, at about 500 metres from the Boraso Cascina you can turn left onto the dirt and by crossing over the railway, reach S.Benedetto di Muleggio. Once you go beyond the church and the farmhouse, you’ll reach the B road. Here, turn right towards Vercelli and go beyond the traffic light. Cycle along Via Olcenengo, Via Baranzato, Via Montebianco, Via Ivrea, and Via Monviso. Then at the train crossing, left turn and take the bike path to Piazza Pajetta. In order to return to the train station, turn left into Viale Garibaldi. 

 Click here in order to download the map

THINGS TO SEE ALONG THE WAY 

Bonchina Cascina (Farmstead) - Istituto Tecnico Agrario of Vercelli: The objectives of Vercelli's Technical Agricultural School, joined with the Boschina Cascina, is to educate young people about nature, inform them about environmental systems, making them active players regarding the countryside and the problems of the territory. Alongside the traditional structures of this school are a beautiful garden and a hyper-technological greenhouse, where in one year, 1500 geranium and horticultural seedlings and 500 poinsettia pots are cultivated. 
Boraso Cascina (Farm) - Experimental School for Cereal and Grain Farming: Here, studies and research on the genetic improvement of rice, the development of new varieties and the study of cultivation techniques are carried out. In fact, the Experimental School of Rice Farming has developed some of the most important Italian varieties of rice known for their high quality characteristics, such as the “Vialone Nano” and “Roma” varieties. Here in 1925, for the first time, were crossed two varieties of rice, demonstrating the possibility of genetic improvements and thus giving origin to contemporary rice farming.
Cascina di Muleggio or San Benedetto di Muleggio: the abbey of Muleggio was presumably erected at the beginning of 1100 and was entrusted to the Benedictines. The wars of the XIV century reduced the buildings to ruins and disfigured part of the church. The structure of the existing agricultural grounds partially includes an ancient perimeter, making it very probable that the abbey buildings protected, at times, the inhabitants and the harvests. 

 
