Bicycle routes on the Vercelli Plains & Rice Fields

Part 2: Biking among the Vercelli Rice Fields

ROUTE N. 1: Km 15
Vercelli (Piazza Roma) - Montonero – Sali – Larizzate – Vercelli (Piazza Roma) 
From the train station in Vercelli: take the bike path in Viale Garibaldi (in front of the station) until the end and turn right. Continue along and after the roundabout, take again the bike path in Corso Prestinari. Go beyond the train crossing and continue for about 2000 mt., corresponding to street number 81, then turn right and go over a small bridge. After roughly 200 mt., take the small dirt road on the left past a long cement building. After some hundred metres, at the intersection with the provincial road, turn right in the direction of Biella until the traffic light. Here, turn left and continue in the direction of Olcenengo. After a few hundred meters, turn left onto the dirt road heading towards Tenuta di Muleggio. Follow the road and after about 200 mt. continue to the right until arriving at a small bridge. Continue along through fields, rice-fields, herons and dwarf herons for about 2200 mt. Pass 2 cascine (farmsteads) and at the third (Cascina Gettesco) turn to the left and go up over the train overpass (3rd overpass). On the other side, turn right and then to the left until you reach the main road. Turn right, follow along for about 50 mt. and turn left towards Montonero. Continue along the residential area until the last house, then take the dirt road straight ahead that after about 1000 mt. connects the residential area of Monyonero with the cemetery of Sali (visible in the distance). Enter the residential area of Sali, after a stroll or a stop for lunch, go to the crossroads and turn left. Continue along on this asphalted road (it has less traffic). After arriving in proximity of the motorway's overpass, either continue along as normal or take the detour passing underneath (detour intended for “off-road” cyclists). At the intersection turn left towards the village of Casalrosso (from Sali about 2500 mt). Go through the residential area and continue until reaching the provincial road (700 m). Turn left and go straight for about 1000 mt. along the provincial road until reaching the residential area of Larizzate. At the Bar Trattoria “Nuovo Mulino” (an orange building) turn left. Continue through the village in the direction of the fields until reaching the Cascina Verola. From here continue east on the dirt road until getting to the bypass road. Pay attention while crossing. Continue along the dirt road and head towards the football field. Go towards the train crossing, turn left and continue along side the railroad until reaching Corso Prestinari, where you will again find the original bike path and may return to the train station.
         
                   
What to see along the way: 
The abbey of Saint Andrew, symbol of the city of Vercelli, an excellent example of a skilful merging of gothic and Romanic elements. It was erected between 1219 and 1227 on the request of cardinal Guala Bicchieri. Inside you can admire a precious wooden choir and the capitular hall, which is one of the most beautiful in Italy and was a theatre of a historic event: the peace between the Guelf and the Ghibelline signed in the presence of the emperor Arrigo VII. A little ahead you can find the Salone Dugentesco (N.d.t. Hall of the Thirteenth century) , once a “hospital” for the pilgrims.

Cascina di Muleggio or San Benedetto di Muleggio - the abbey of Muleggio was presumably erected at the beginning of 1100 and was entrusted to the Benedictines. The wars of the XIV century reduced the buildings to ruins and disfigured part of the church. The structure of the existing agricultural grounds partially includes an ancient perimeter, making it very probable that the abbey buildings protected, at times, the inhabitants and the harvests. 

Montonero - The Castle of Montonero: probably attributable to the “belt” of castles Vercelli had built in order to control all the roads leading into the city. Inside the courtyard, it is still possible to see a column of a portico with an original captain. Archaeologically speaking, the area is remarkably interesting.

Sali: From the fourteenth century castle only the quadrangular layout remains, since during the last century radical renovations were started. Encircled by a moat and with three towers and as many entrances, the castle must have been used from the beginning to store agricultural products and not as a military fortress.Still nowadays the castle is used as farmyard and can not be entirely visited. 

Larizzate – The castle is most likely one of the oldest and most important in the area, due to its position along the road heading to Monferrato and for its proximity to Vercelli. Unfortunately, the original structure has been completely destroyed, but all that is left are some ruins, part of a wall and two towers, of which one was altered later on.

Click here in order to download the map

